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is responsible for the performance of Ms duties as ruler of
Germany to the Almighty alone, and that God alone
is able to appreciate and to pass judgment upon his ac-
tions.
That Emperor William considers himself to be far nearer
to the throne of God, and in an infinitely closer degree of
communion with the Almighty than any ordinary being, is
apparent from many of his public utterances. In fact,
the amazing intimacy which he professes with his Maker,
and the strange manner in which he implies that he and
the Creator have interests in common, and joint under-
standings that are beyond the comprehension of ordinary
mankind, would savor of downright blasphemy, were It
not for the undeniable sincerity of his Teutonic majesty,
who really regards himself as a Divine instrument. In-
deed, there is no doubt that it is this belief which he hon-
estly entertains that has served to keep his private life,
since he ascended the throne, so thoroughly blameless.
For there is no doubt that William does his utmost to live
up to the teachings of his faith, to order every phase of his
existence in conformity with the precepts of Christianity,
and to avoid everything that could tend to impair Ms status
as a vice-regent of Providence in the eyes of the devout
Few are the incidents and events of his reign to which
he does not impart a religious flavor. Thus it was only last
summer, on the completion of a new fort at Metz, that he
insisted on its inauguration taking place with much re-
ligious pomp and ceremony, and he himself christened the
fortress in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost, thus calling down the blessing of the
Trinity on a stronghold, the guns of which are pointed
against France, and the success of which can only consist
in the destruction of innumerable French foes !

